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Statutory Instrument .No. 20 o f  1972

W eig h ts  a n d  M easures A c t , 1970 
(42 o f  1970)

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES (STANDARDS) REGULATIONS, 1972
(Published o n the 11th March, 1972)

IN  E X E R C IS E  o f the  powers conferred  by section 31 o f the  W eights an d  M easures 
Act, 1970 the M inister o f C om m erce, Industry  an d  W ate r Affairs has m ade the following 
regulations

1. These regulations m ay be cited  as the  W eights an d  M easures C ita tio n  

(S tandards) R egulations, 1972.

2. (1) A G overnm ent s tan d ard  shall be au th en tica ted  by a certificate G overnm ent, 
issued by the N ational Physical L ab o ra to ry  o f  the U n ited  K ingdom , the loca  ̂ancl 
S tandards, W eights an d  M easures Division, D ep a rtm en t o f  T ra d e  an d  srandii'inds 
In dustry  o f  the U n ited  K ingdom  or the W eights an d  M easures Division of
the R epub lic  of South  Africa, w hich —

(a) describes and  identifies the s ta n d a rd ;

(b) states the ac tua l e rro r found on v erifica tio n ; and

(c) specifies any  special conditions app ly ing  du rin g  the verific don.

(2) A local s tan d ard  shall be au th en tica ted  by a certificate issuec by the 
C ontro ller w hich —

(a) describes and identifies the s ta n d ard ; and 

(b i states the actual erro r found on verification.

(3) A w orking s tandard  shall be verified in com parison w ith  a local 
s tan d ard  a t intervals o f not m ore than  6 m onths and  shall be au th en tica ted  
by a certificate issued by an assizer w hich —

(a) describes and  identifies the s ta n d a rd ; and



Lim it of 
error allowed 
in local 
standards

(b) states the ac tua l e rro r found on verification.

3 .  In  local s tandards, the lim it o f  e rro r allow ed —

(a) on a w eight o f a denom ination  specified in the first colum n of Parts 
I arid I I  o f the F irst Schedule, is th a t specified opposite there to  in the 
second colum n o f  P arts I an d  I I  respectively o f the F irst Schedule;

(b) on a m easure o f capac ity  o f a  capac ity  specified in the first colum n of 
the Second Schedule, is th a t specified opposite there to  in the 
second colum n o f the Second S chedule; and

(c) on a m easure o f leng th  o f a denom ination  specified in the first 
colum n of the T h ird  Schedule, is th a t specified opposite there to  in 
the second colum n o f the T h ird  Schedule.

A djustm ent 
of working 
standards

4 .  A w orking s tan d ard  shall, w hen verified, be adjusted  to agree with 
the local stan d ard  w ith w hich it is com pared.

Lim it of 
error on iron 
weight

Location of 
standards

5 .  T h e  lim it o f  e rro r allow ed on an  iron  w eight o f a denom ination  of 
1 kg o r over used for the testing o f  w eighing instrum ents shall be 100 mg 
p er k ilogram  in excess only, prov ided  th a t the erro r on a 500 kg roller 
w eight shall be 100 gram s.

6. (I) T h e  G overnm ent standards shall be kept a t the W eights and 
M easures D ivision o f the M inistry  o f the M inistry  of C om m erce, Industry  
and  W ate r Affairs, G aborone.

(2) T h e  local s tandards shall be kept a t the W eights an d  M easures 
D ivision o f the M inistry  o f C om m erce, In d u stry  an d  W ate r Affairs, 
G aborone.

F IR S T  SC H E D U LE  
(R egulation  3 (a))

Limits o f error on local standard weights

P A R T I

Weights ( other than metric carat weights)

Denomination Error allowed in excess or deficiency

20 kg 
10 kg 
5 kg 
2 kg 
1 kg

500 g or 200 g
100 g

150 m illigram s 
100 m illigram s 

50 m illigram s 
30 m illigram s 
20 m illigram s 
10 m illigram s 
4 milligram s



50 O '

20
10 g; 5g or 2 C T

r~>

1 8 i 500 mg , 200 mg,
100 mg or 50 mg

20 mg
10 mg
5 m g; 2 mg or 1 mg

3 m illigram s 
2 m illigram s 
1 m illigram

0,4 m illigram  
0,2 m illigram  
0,1 m illigram  

0,04 m illigram

P A R T  I I

Metric Carat Weights

Denomination Error allowed in excess or deficiency

500 m etric ca ra ts  or 200 m etric carats 
100 m etric carats o r 50 m etric carats 
20 m etric carats, 10 m etric carats,

5 m etric carats, 2 m etric carats or 
1 m etric ca ra t

0,5 m etric carats, 0,25 m etric carats,
0,2 m etric carats
0,1 m etric ca ra t o r less

1 m illigram  
0,4 m illigram

0,2 m illigram

0,1 m illigram  
0,04 m illigram

SE C O N D  SE C H E D U L E  
(R egulation  3 (b))

Limits o f error on local standard measures o f capacity

Capacity Error allowed in excess or deficiency

20 litres 10 millilitres
10 litres 5 millilitres
5 litres 2,5 millilitres
2 litres 1,25 millilitres
1 litre 0,5 m illilitre

500 m illilitres 0,4 m illilitre
200 millilitres 0,3 m illilitre



100 millilitres 
50 millilitres 
20 m illilitres 
10 m illilitres 
5 m illilitres
2 m illilitres o r 1 m illilitre

0,2 m illilitre 
0,15 m illilitre 
0,10 m illilitre 
0,08 m illilitre 
0,06 m illilitre 
0,04 m illilitre

Limits o f

T H IR D  SC H E D U LE  
(R egulation  3 (c))

error on local standard measures o f  length

Denomination Error allowed in excess or deficiency

50 m etres 5,0 m m
30 m etres 4,0 m m
20 m etres or 10 m etres 2,5 m m

3 m etres or 2 m etres 0,5 m m
1 m etre 0,25 m m
1 decim etre 0,10 m m
1 cen tim etre 0,05 mm

D ated  the 3rd day  o f M arch , 1972.

L2/7/190

S.T . K e t l o g e t s w e ,
Permanent Secretary,

Ministry o f Commerce, Industry and Water Affairs.


